Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 MADRID 10631 150501Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-10 NSAE-00 
PA-01 ICA-11 SP-02 EB-08 COME-OO TRSE-00 LAB-04 
SIL-01 /050W 

041921 160634Z/21 

R 141707Z SEP 78 
FM AMEMBASSY MADRID 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6136 

CONFIDENTIAL MADRID 10631 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, SP 

SUBJECT: SPANISH LABOR: VIEWS OF CEOE PRESIDENT CARLOS 
FERRER 

1 . DURING COURSE OF SEPTEMBER 8 LUNCHEON OFFERED BY 
AMBASSADOR FOR CEOE PRESIDENT CARLOS FERRER AND TWO 
CEOE (SPANISH CONDEDERATION OF EMPLOYERS ORGANIZATIONS) 

IS SPAIN'S PRINCIPAL EMPLOYERS' UNBRELLA ORGANIZATION, 

CLAIMING TO REPRESENT OVER ONE MILLION EMPLOYERS WHO IN 
TURN EMPLOY 70 PERCENT OF THE WORK FORCE (I.E. ALMOST 

10 MILLION WORKERS). FERRER IS A DYNAMIC, 47-YEAR OLD 
CATALAN BUSINESSMAN-BANKER WHO ENJOYS EXCELLENT 
CONNECTIONS IN GOVERNMENT AND IS RESPECTED IN LABOR 
CIRCLES. HE IS A HEAVY FAVORITE TO BE RE-ELECTED 
PRESIDENT WHEN THE CEOE HOLDS ITS GENERAL ASSEMBLY THIS 
SEPTEMBER 25 (MADRID 9704). IT WILL BE RECALLED THAT 
FERRER MET WITH A CROSS-SECTION OF PROMINENT FIGURES IN 
GOVERNMENT, MANAGEMENT AND LABOR (INCLUDING ERNEST LEE 
OF THE AFL-CIO) DURING A VISIT TO NEW YORK AND WASHINGTON 
IN APRIL OF THIS YEAR. 

2. OF PARTICULAR INTEREST WERE FERRER'S COMMENTS ON 
LABOR HIGHLIGHTED BELOW. BOTH THE SOCIALSIT UGT AND THE 
COMMUNIST-DOMINATED WORKERS COMMISSIONS (CC.OO.) WERE 
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LOSING MEMBERS, HE SAID, PRESUMABLY BECAUSE THEY WERE 
NOT ABLE TO OFFER SUFFICIENT SERVICES. THE UGT IN 
PARTICULAR SUFFERED FROM A SERIOUSLY WEAK ORGANIZATIONAL 
STRUCTURE, AND WAS HANDICAPPED BY ITS CLOSE RELATION- 
SHIP WITH THE PSOE. ALTHOUGH FERRER WAS NOT OPTIMISTIC 
THAT MODERATE ELEMENTS WITHIN THE UGT COULD TAKE THE 
MEASURE OF ITS RADICAL COMPONENT, HE DID STATE HIS 
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BELIEF THAT REDONDO AND THE UGT’S NATIONAL LEADERSHIP 
WERE RESPONSIBLE MODERATES. THE CEOE LEADERS AGREED THAT 
WHILE THEY PREFERRED THE STANCE OF THE CC.OO. IN THE SHORT 
TERM, THEY WOULD THOOSE THE UGT OVER THE MEDIUM AND LONG 
TERM. 

3. THE CEOE PRESIDENT STATED FLATLY THAT SPANISH 
WORKERS (THE LARGE MAJORITY OF WHICH WERE NOT UNIONIZED) 
MUST BE PROVIDED A NON-MARXIST OPTION (THE CURRENT UCD 
LINE - MADRID 8590 AND AUGUST 16 AMBASSADOR - MOYA 
MEMCON). HE THEN WITHOUT FURTHER ADO IDENTIFIED THE USO 
(SELF-IDENTIFIED AS INDEPENDENT. PLURALIST AND 
PROGRESSIVE) AS THE BEST VEHICLE TO BRING THIS ABOUT. HE 
CONFIDED THAT HE HAD HAD CONVERSATIONS WITH USO'S TOP 
LEADERSHIP (INCLUDING SECGEN MANUEL ZAGUIRRE) WHICH HE HAD 
FOUND TO BE CAPABLE AND PROFESSIONAL. FERRER STATED 

THAT "OF COURSE THEY NEED MONEY", AND ALSO SUGGESTED THAT 
USO LEADERS WOULD JUMP AT THE OPPORTUNITY OF VISITING 
THE U.S. IN ORDER TO MEET WITH AMERICAN TRADE UNIONISTS. 
WHEN ASKED ABOUT THE SEVERAL SO-CALLED "INDEPENDENT" 
SPLINTER UNIONS (I.E. CDT, CGT, CTI, CESI, ETC.), FERRER 
AGREED THAT THEY WERE PAPER UNIONS. 

4. COMMENT: THE EMBASSY IS AWARE OF USO'S DESIRE 

TO RALLY UNAFFILIATED INDEPENDENT ELEMENTS TO ITS BANNER 
(SEE MADRID 8319). THE FACT REMAINS, HOWEVER, THAT THIS 
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SMALL UNION (IT POLLED BARELY 5 PERCENT OF THE VOTES 
IN THE RECENT PLANT ELECTIONS) CURRENTLY HAS LITTLE TO 
OFFER THE INDEPENDENT WORKER. FURTHERMORE, EVEN THOUGH 
IT IS OBVIOUSLY PREPARED TO ASSUME A MORE NON-LEFTIST 
POSTURE THAN BEFORE (USO WAS GENERALLY DESCRIBED AS 
INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST) IF THAT IS NECESSARY TO ASSURE 
ITS SURVIVAL, ITS CURRENT VERY FUZZY IDEOLOGICAL COLORA- 
TION IS BOUND TO LEAVE MANY WORKERS DUBIOUS AND 
SUSPICIOUS. WITH RESPECT TO A POSSIBLE VISIT TO THE 
U.S. BY USO LEADERS, THE EMBASSY HAS ALREADY IDENTIFIED 
ONE CANDIDATE (IT INTERNATIONAL SECRETARY) IN ITS PRO- 
POSED FY 79 IVP PROGRAM AND IS LOOKING FOR MORE. 

TODMAN 
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